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ABSTRACT

It is widely accepted fact that Globalization is affecting all institutions such as
education, politics, religion, health, and economy. The effects are reciprocal
among different nations of the world but there is the imbalance in the flow
between rich and poor Nations. The current study carried out to understand the
Cultural Imperialism through Globalization in Higher Education of Pakistan
from the perspective of the post-graduate students of Universities. The focus of
the study was University of Karachi and NED University of Engineering and
Technology, Karachi, Pakistan. The qualitative approach was used for
conducting this study. The purposive sampling technique was used for selecting
the respondents. Total 20 Postgraduate (MS/M.Phil and Ph.D.) students of
Social Sciences and Humanities were interviewed through the open-ended
questions. The Data were collected by Face to Face In-depth Interviews. The
data were analyzed with the help of theories such as Power, Governmentality
by Michel Foucault and Cultural Hegemony by Antonio Gramsci. The findings
suggested that the Globalization is greatly disseminating the cultural
Imperialism through Higher Education in Pakistan.
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INTRODUCTION

Globalization is the political, cultural, economic even ecological integration of
the world. The concept of Globalization emerges after the colonization of
British and the modern concept of Globalization emerges after the Industrial
Revolution (1789) when the rapid social change occurred due to technological
development. There are different ideas and point of views exists about the term
Globalization.

The term ‘Globalization’ was coined by Roland Robertson in 1985 (Currie,
2005). For Robertson “Globalization is the Compression of the world and
intensification of consciousness of the world as a whole (Roberson, 1992, P.8).”
Sociologists Albrow and King (1990) defined ““all those processes by which the
people of the world are incorporated into a single world society.” Giddens
defined, “Globalization is the intensification of worldwide social relations
which link distant localities in such a way that local happenings are shaped by
events occurring many miles away and vice versa (Giddens, 2013, P. 64).”

According to Kilminster English Dictionary Webster added this word in 1961
(p. 61). Kilminster believes that Globalization is an old project which started in
fifteenth-century when European power started direct colonization of Asia and
Africa. Through colonization, the expansion of Western powers also extended
to influence the under developing countries. The hidden purpose of the
expansion was three G's "Glory, Gold, and Gospel" (Razak, 2011, p. 61). The
Europeans tried to expend their belief (Christianity) especially Catholic
Version to the Asians and Africans. They also came with their culture, customs,
beliefs and administration system through which they imposed their hegemonic
power to the colonized and less developed nations.

Jan Aart Scholte (2005; 2011) gave five different definitions of Globalization.
The first one is ‘Internationalization’ which is the interdependency of the world
nations. Second is ‘liberalization’ that means the open marketing and exchange
of economy among nations without any restriction. The third one is
‘Universalization’ which means the process of disseminating the objects,
experiences, and information among other people of the world. The fourth
definition of Globalization to Scholte is the ‘Westernization’ or
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‘Modernization’ which means the replacing the culture of the third world to the
culture of Western countries. The fifth one is ‘Deterritorialization’. It means
when an event occurs in one place or region, it spread other regions as well
because of telecommunication and modern technology (Cited by Razak, 2011).
The renewed definition of Globalization is the spread of information, news,
culture, norms, capitals, objects as well as people from one country to another
without any restriction. When this sharing and accessing reciprocal action
occurs among the countries then there would be borderless regions which we
call the world is a ‘Global Village’ (Marshal, 1962).

West believes that the colonized (Third World) countries are underdeveloped
and uncivilized due to which west is going to develop them by providing
education, flexible culture, religion, and progress. For the promotion of these
concepts, powerful nations have developed the concept of secularization and
liberalization in the education system of the developing or underdeveloped
countries. The education started in past for making and developing the skills of
the individual for the development and betterment of that individual in the
society. He/she can work independently and work for the well-being of
his/herself (Henslin, 2003)

They (Rich Nations) also developed the privatization of the education system
of poor countries to weaken the local authorities. The funding patterns were
also changed, the private institutions were funded by parents and communities
which promoted western concepts through English and public institutions were
funded by Government which promoted the national identity (Stromquist,
2002). The Globalization compiled the poor countries to followed the rich
nations though it was promoting the culture of powerful. The concept of neo-
liberalism and secularization of knowledge also supported by world
organizations such UNESCO, World Bank, IMF and so on, because they
believe that such kind of education system can produce competent workforces,
reforms based on Financial Imperative and source of social mobility and
equality (Carnoy, 2001). This education system also greatly influenced the
Higher educations of Poor nations. As Welch (2015) argued that Higher
Education is changing from the elite to mass education. Because different
scholarships are offered by rich nations which are dragging the attention of the
students of poor countries.

The present study is conducted to know how the Globalization is dragging the
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attention of the students toward developed nations. On the other hand, how the
developed nations are perpetuating the ideologies, culture, and beliefs to the
poor nations by the higher education institutions with special reference to
Pakistan. How the cultural imperialism is being practiced by the students of
higher education institution which are indirectly affecting the social structure
of Pakistani society.

Theoretical Framework

The concept of Power and Governmentality by Foucault and Cultural
Hegemony by Antonio Gramsci are the theoretical base by which the present
study is going to conducted. Power is the complex idea which own by small
group of people and practiced on majority. According to Foucault power
produced reality (concept of rich and poor nations) and practiced by dominant
group on subordinate group. It is the “ability of its holders to exact compliance
or obedience of other individuals to their will” (Bullock & Trombley, 1999).
The concept of power is used differently as Foucault because he used it in
language discourse. In current study, power is used in the concept of reality
construction. How the powerful nations are constructing the concept of rich and
poor, developing and developed. The second of Foucault is Governmentality.
Foucault (1991) believed that the governmental tries to produce people
(citizens) who are obedient and fall under the category of government policies.
As Jones, Bradbury & LeBoutillier argued that “governmentality is the
organization practices (mentalities, rationalities and techniques) through which
subjects are governed (2018, P. 140).” Governmentality is art how to control
the common masses. In this study, how the approach of governmentality is used
by Rich Nations (All developed countries) and to control shape the behavior of
Poor Nations (All developing/under developing Nations). The governmentality
is used in Higher Education of Pakistan by developed nations which are
perpetuating the concept modern, enlightened and technological developed
nations because they have adopted this concept such as secularity, liberality,
and modernity. If any nation wants to developed, it should adopt these
terminologies but indirectly it is a kind of cultural imperialism. Those nations
are labeled ‘Developed’ who follow the path of them (rich nations), otherwise,
they would be considered rigid, underdeveloped, uncivilized. Despite the power
and governmentality, cultural hegemony also used to justify and analysis the
data of present study. Gramsci defined that Cultural hegemony is the
dominance of the rich (Developed nations) over poor (Underdeveloped/
Developing nations) by disseminating a particular culture. Through the culture,
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the ideas, beliefs, perceptions and even practices are manipulated which serves
social, political and economic status of elites and exploits, sabotage the rights
and benefits of poor because the exploitation is indirect. In the surface, poor
believes that these ideologies and beliefs are for benefit of him (poor) actually
it is not because these are artificial social construct (Shah, Sultan, Kaker, 2018;
Bullock & Trombley, 1999). Hegemony is the indirect imperial domination of
subordinate states (Hassig, 2006). As Gramsci (1932/1975; 1971) believed
“power operated in mutual interaction of culture economy and politics within
the realm of a hegemonic Discourse (Jones, 2006 cited by Daldal, 2014, P.
150).” In present study, the cultural hegemony is discussed in the context of
local culture. How the cultural Hegemony is being practiced in Higher
Education in Pakistan and no one is there to question of cultural imperialism
which is an important aspect.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The qualitative approach is used to conduct the current study. The study
conducted in two public universities of Karachi (University of Karachi and
NED University of Engineering and Technology). The Higher Educational
Institutions are believed to be the spaces where students are taught critically
and all knowledge and information are inculcated in the minds of the students.
The present study also investigates how the higher educational institutions of
Pakistan are responding to the Global Educational Culture of the world because
the current world is totally based on the knowledge economy. These
Knowledge and information are disseminated to the Mass by Media and as well
as Education where students are taught different books and reading materials.
Total 20 students of Post-Graduates (MS/M.Phil. and Ph.D.) Students were
interviewed. The purposive sampling technique was used for selecting the
respondents. All respondents belonged to Social Sciences and Humanities. The
purpose of the selecting these students was that they have a clear understanding
of social behavior and influences of culture on the lives of the people. Secondly,
they have the critical understanding of the influences of globalization on our
society as well as our daily activities. The respondents were asked open-ended
questions related to Globalization and its impact on Higher Education of
Pakistan and how the Global Culture is influenced and alienated the local
culture and how information imperialism is occurring. The respondents were
given questionnaires and in-depth interviews were also conducted by the
researcher. The research findings were analyzed with the help of critical
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theories such as Power and Governmentality by Foucault and Cultural
Hegemony by Gramsci (See Theoretical Framework).

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

Globalization a threat or Opportunity for our Higher Education
Globalization is the process through which different cultures of the world are
shared through education and other sources but this process of sharing is a threat
to High Education of Pakistan. As respondents were asked a question whether
Globalization is an opportunity or threat in Higher Education of Pakistan? Most
of the respondents (15 out of 20) believe that Globalization is a threat. As one
the respondents said, “Globalization is threatening to our education system
because due to foreign institutions' dominance through Globalization™. From
this statement, it can be argued that Foreign Institutions (universities) produce
knowledge and disseminated to other parts of the world. Such knowledge has
power through our education institutions are influenced and shaped (Foucault,
1980). Another participant argued, "Globalization is a threat because
disseminated information is never been much beneficial for developing
countries in case of Pakistan too." It can be argued that globalization is
becoming a threat to underdeveloped or developing countries because that
information is shared which are beneficial for powerful countries. It can be
argued that Globalization is another source of cultural hegemony (Gramsci,
2000).

Imbalance in the flow of Global knowledge

It is widely accepted fact that knowledge is produced and reproduced by
powerful (Foucault, 1980) and this knowledge is disseminated to the less
powerful group. When the respondents were asked about the flow of
information, most of the participants replied that there is an imbalance in the
flow of global knowledge, whereas, knowledge and information are shared
from developed nations to developing/under developing. They (Developed)
nations decide what is to be forwarded and what is not. As one of the
respondents said “Information is disseminated from Powerful towards weaker"
Another participant said,

“There is an imbalance in the flow of global knowledge all over the world. The
reason is that the developed countries have much power and control over
developing countries and they never impart neutral and unbiased knowledge.
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So, the developing countries like Pakistan depend on them too for global
knowledge."

In a similar tone, another person replied, "There is no doubt the elites which
control global hold has always been persisting to stay in control either our
educational policies or exchange of global information.” It clear that the
powerful decide about exchange knowledge because the powerful want to
govern over weaker due to which Powerful nations propagate knowledge and
information through higher education which makes the weaker states to be
obedient and submissive (Foucault, 1991). Another respondent said, "There is
always a conflict between local concepts and global concepts because that
information is shared which conflicting with local values.” Despite this conflict
between two groups (Global and Local), local people still trying to adopt the
teaching methods, curriculum development of those powerful nations because
they (developing/under developing states) in false consciousness (Lukacs,
1922/1968; starks and Junisbai, 2007) and cultural and ideological are
dominated (Gramsci, 2000; 1932/1975; 1971).

Global Education and alienation of National Identity and local culture
The powerful nations are trying to develop the Global curriculum to bring
uniformity in the education of the world. This uniformity may perpetuate the
interest of dominant groups of the world. However, the respondents were asked
about global education and its effects on National identity and alienation of
local culture through higher education of Pakistan. Most of the respondents
retorted that it is totally affecting and reshaping the local cultures Pakistan. As
one of the respondents Male M.Phil. Scholar said, “National Identity and local
culture has been alienated even being replaced by Global culture because
students are not taught in the context local culture.” Another female Scholar
said, “No effects on national identity but effecting local culture.” It is crystal
clear that Globalization is affecting the local culture because the education
system is based on global perspective and knowledge which indirectly affecting
as well as shaping the behaviors, cultural norms and values of Pakistani society
(Gramsci, 2000; 1971, Foucault, 1991). In the similar tone, another respondent
said,

“On one hand the process of globalization is integrating the world through all
aspects especially through education but on the other hand, it is harmful to the
national identity. And this is an alarming here in Pakistan, as gradually we are
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losing our cultural norms, traditional values and strength even we are becoming
marginal man actually. So, our students should be taught in according to our
norms and values especially in universities”

It is clear from the above statements that globalization greatly affecting the
local culture and national identity of Pakistan due to Higher Education. Another
respondent said, "Due to Globalization we send our students to aboard for
education who adopt the knowledge and beliefs powerful ones. If he/she comes
back, he/she teaches those which were learned from there that may be
contradicting to our values culture.” From this statement, we can argue that our
national identity and local culture are being absorbed into those powerful
cultures because of their cultural hegemony (Gramsci, 1935/1975). Similarly,
as Marx said that due to growing capital, the local cultures the victim of
alienation (Ritzer, 2010) due to Higher Education in Pakistan.

Globalization is the information imperialism in Higher Education

Globalization is the process through which knowledge and information are
disseminated around the world. This flow of knowledge and information is
creating information imperialism. Here Information Imperialism means the
information which is shared by powerful nations for the weaker/poor nations,
whereas, poor nations are only passive objectives and they (poor) only adopt,
use and absorbed them in their daily life rather than questioning them though
this information is giving benefits to developing ones. When the respondents
were asked about Information Imperialism due to Globalization, most of the
respondents believe that Globalization explores and disseminates the
information which is in the represent, support and promote the motto of
powerful. As one of the respondents said, "Information is disseminated from
Powerful nations and inculcated to our Universities students.” Another female
M.Phil. Scholar answered that “Information imperialism is due to our failure
because our scholars and intellectuals could not produce their own version of
knowledge.” It can be argued that our intellectuals and scholars are docile
bodies (Foucault, 1977), whatsoever, comes across them, they do accept despite
questioning and critical analysis. Another respondent argued, “We can’t
localize the knowledge. We solely becoming dependent on global knowledge
capital, unable to produce our own version of knowledge.” So, it is clear that
we only passive users where knowledge is deposited by powerful and access
and adopting the points of view of the dominant group though this process is
supporting the interest of powerful and exploiting sabotaging our interest as
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well as cultural values Higher Education specifically and National culture
generally.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The present study conducted to know the cultural imperialism in higher
education of Pakistan through Globalization. The conclusion of the study
suggested that Global education is influencing greatly to the local culture of
Pakistan. The Global culture is influencing our knowledge which we are
accumulating from our universities. The knowledge and information are totally
supporting the interests and benefits of those who are in power (developed
nations). They (rich nations) are propagating the information which is serving
the interest of them because they want their dormancy over poor countries of
the world through cultural hegemony as well as neo-colonization. The flow of
knowledge is an imbalance, whereas, information and knowledge are produced
by powerful and circulated and inculcated in the minds of the children of poor
nations. Despite, critically analyzing and questioning the cultural hegemony
and cultural imperialism by our intellectuals, scholars as well as teachers, rather
they are equally contributing in inculcating that knowledge and information to
our young generation though these materials and information are against our
interest and cultural values.

The present study cannot be generalized due to its limited scope. This study can
be extended to other Higher Education Institutions of Pakistan to know the
perception of Post Graduates students in Higher Education of Pakistan about
cultural Imperialism. It is recommended that the critical lens of teachers of
Higher Education Institutions should be developed so that they could train the
students in neutral and unbiased knowledge and also, they should be able to tell
the students about Global Cultural Imperialism through education. The
Teachers of Higher Education Institutions should be trained about new
technological and cultural development so that they can challenge the culture
of Rich nations and promote their own culture while teaching the students.
Teacher of Higher Educational Institutions should be trained in producing and
reproducing critical and advanced knowledge.
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